
Singapore American • June/July 2015
COMMUNITY

NEWS

8

The Best Thing to Do in Singapore
By Tawyna Hartberger

Lately, a few folks have asked me what’s 
been my favorite thing in Asia. Having 
been here nearly 40 years, there is an awful 

lot from which to choose: more food than I can 
pronounce, lots of travel, the many things in 
my house to remind me of people and places 
and boxes and boxes of photographs.

But they are usually asking for themselves, 
really, to make sure they don’t miss out on a 
great experience while they are here. So, I have 
spent some time thinking about what has been 
most valuable, what I would recommend to 
anyone who has just moved here and wants to 
get the most out of their years in Singapore. 

That something is being a Girl Scout 
leader.

“Too American,” you say? You want to 
really experience Asia? Well, there hasn’t 
been much that’s more “Asian” than 
doing a jungle survival training course 
with a group of teenagers, learning what 
plants are edible or useful for shelter 
and clothing. Teaching girls about the 
endangered animal trade in the Asian 
markets was eye-opening for both them 
and me. Doing a cooking class with 
a former Singapore president’s wife 
and a group of Singapore Girl Guides 
introduced me to my favorite dessert, 

kueh dadar, AND ensured my daughter can 
make it for me when I’m in the rest home. 

Doing the nitty-gritty to get all the above 
(and much more!) set up was an invaluable 
education in itself. Buying cords of firewood 
from a charcoal vendor? Sourcing certified 
archery, canoeing and shooting instructors? 
Getting patch design quotes from three 
different countries? Check, check and check. I 
can’t say it was all easy, but all were certainly 
very “Asian” experiences.

And while it has been exhausting at times, 
I learned that I, and the girls, can do pretty 
much anything we decide we want to do. 

A lot of the reward, of course, is getting to 
spend time with young people, all the way 
from the five-year old Daisies, fresh-faced and 
excited, to the 12-year-olds, teetering on the 
edges of their hormones, to the 17-year-olds, 
busy changing the world. The Girl Scouts 
provides a ready-made program that enables 
that progression and it has been amazing to 
watch the development of so many girls.  

I love seeing the looks on the faces of a group 
of 15-year-olds who have come up with a 
theme and detailed plans for a party for 600 
people, with food, decorations, activities and 
gifts. They set the budget, did all the shopping, 
planned the menu and chose the music. I went 
along for the ride.  

I loved sitting and listening to a group of 13 
and 14-year-olds discuss the younger girls in 
their cabin - who was homesick, who did well 
in the day’s activities, who tried to get out of 
cleaning the toilets -  and coming up with ways 
to make tomorrow even better. 

I loved listening to a 17-year-old describing 
her plans to travel to India and set up a 
computer-based, language training program 
for teachers that will result in increased funding 
for the school district she will visit, the one her 
father came from so many years ago. And when 
she reported to a formal committee the success 

of her plan, well, that was pretty sweet, too.
And about the Girl Scouts being American, 

well, yes. But I got to introduce Thanksgiving 
AND marshmallows to scores of young girls 
(and some moms!) who hadn’t heard of either. 
And we all got to compare and contrast our Girl 
Scout Law and Promise with those of Japan, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, Australia and 
so many more as sister members of the largest 
organization for females in the world. I have 
worked with Girl Scouts and Girl Guides from 
all the above countries and have the patches 
and photos by which to remember them. Many 
of our best leaders are not US citizens, nor have 
ever lived there, but they want their daughters 
to be confident and courageous and able to 
make their world a better place.

Being a leader took quite a bit of time, I 
suppose, especially in the years I had two 
troops, as there were girls who didn’t have 
moms willing to be a leader. I worked full time 
during some of those years, and the woman I’ve 
been a co-leader with the longest (my BFF!) 
works full time, as well. Some weekends were 
all Girl Scouts, all the time. And I’d do it all 
again in a heartbeat because it made my world 
a better place. 

To learn how you or your daughter can be 
involved, log onto the Girl Scout website.

Boy Scouts Troop 07: www.bsatroop07.org      Boy Scouts Troop 10: www.facebook.com/BSATroopX      Cub Scouts Pack 3010: cball@reedsmith.com 
Cub Scouts: www.scouts3017.com      Girl Scouts: www.singaporeusagirlscouts.org
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